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NORTH STAFFORDSHIRE METHODIST CIRCUIT  

Newsletter 
February 2026 

This is our monthly newsletter. The newsletter can be received by anyone who 
has an e-mail address. To subscribe to this service please send your e-mail 

address to: northstaffscircuit@hotmail.co.uk.  

Dear Friends 
 
The Gentle Courage of Snowdrops 
 

In the quiet stillness of winter, when the days are short and the air carries a sharp chill, the first 
signs of life can feel like a whisper of hope. Among the earliest heralds of spring in the UK are 
the humble snowdrops — small, white flowers that push their way through frozen soil and frost-
kissed grass. They arrive not with fanfare, but with quiet determination, reminding us that even 
in the bleakest seasons, life is still stirring beneath the surface. 
 

Snowdrops are often overlooked because of their size, yet their presence is deeply symbolic. 
They bloom when the world still feels cold and grey, standing as a living testimony that winter 
does not have the final word. Their delicate petals bow slightly, as if in humility, yet they stand 
firm against the wind. This combination of gentleness and resilience is a lesson for us all. 
In our own lives, we often face seasons that feel like winter — times of waiting, uncertainty, or 
hardship. It can be tempting to believe that nothing is changing, that the cold will last forever. 
But the snowdrop teaches us that transformation often begins quietly, unseen, and in the most 
unlikely conditions. God’s work in us is sometimes hidden, but it is always moving toward life 
and renewal. 
 

The snowdrop’s white bloom has long been associated with purity and hope. In Christian 
tradition, it can remind us of Christ’s light breaking into the darkness — a light that the darkness 
cannot overcome. Just as the snowdrop emerges before the warmth of spring, so too does 
God’s grace meet us before our circumstances change. We are invited to trust that His promises 
are already taking root, even when we cannot yet see the full bloom. 
There is also a beautiful humility in the snowdrop’s posture. It does not stand tall to demand 
attention, but bows its head as if in quiet prayer. In a world that often prizes loudness and self-
promotion, the snowdrop reminds us that strength can be found in stillness, and that humility is 
not weakness but a form of grace. 
 

For those who walk through grief, loneliness, or fatigue, the snowdrop offers a gentle 
encouragement: you are not forgotten, and your winter will not last forever. God’s seasons are 
sure, and His timing is perfect. Just as the snowdrop knows when to rise, so too will your 
moment of renewal come. 
 

As we notice these small white flowers in gardens, churchyards, and woodland edges, may they 
be more than a sign of changing weather. Let them be a reminder that God is always at work, 
bringing life where we thought there was only barrenness. May we, like the snowdrop, stand firm 
in faith, bow in humility, and quietly bear witness to the hope that is ours in Christ. 
 

Even in the coldest days, the snowdrop whispers: spring is coming. And with it, the assurance 
that God’s love is steadfast, His mercy new every morning, and His light unquenchable. 
 

Every Blessing  
 
Rev’d Joy 
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North Staffordshire Circuit (11/22) 

Preaching Plan – February 2026 
 

  

1 8 15 22

Epiphany 4 Epiphany 5 Transfiguration Lent 1

Ordinary 4 Ordinary 5

Lectionary Year (A) Micah 6:1-8 Isaiah 58:1-9a (9b-12) Exodus 24:12-18 Genesis 2:15-17; 3:1-7

(Principal Service) Psalm 15 Psalm 112:1-9 (10) Psalm 2 or 99 Psalm 32

1 Corinthians 1:18-31 1 Cor. 2:1-12(13-16) 2 Peter 1:16-21 Romans 5:12-19

Matthew 5:1-12 Matthew 5:13-20 Matthew 17:1-9 Matthew 4:1-11

Please Pray For: Halmer End Higherland Madeley St Luke's

Cross Heath LS 11.00 StF NIV Singleton HC N Jones LA Pritchard

(23)  3.00 MSB

Silverdale LS 11.00 StF MM Café Church Chadwick Singleton HC CA Emmaus

(39)   5.00 Refuel

Wolstanton LS 10.30 StF N Jones Willis HC LA Singleton

(82)   3.00 MWB

Audley JV 10.30 StF SoF 1&2 Ford X Wakelin HC US X

(28)   3.00 MWB GNB X Ventom X Harrison T

Bradwell JV 10.00 StF SoF 1&2 Parkes HC R Jones Ventom Matthews

(30)   3.00 MWB NIV H&P

Halmer End JV 10.30 H&P SoF 1&2 Williams Ventom US @ Audley Barnett HC

(20)   3.00 MWB GNB

Madeley JV 10.30 StF SoF 1234 Ventom Barnett HC Rowley LA

(23)   3.00 MWB NIV

St Luke's JV 10.30 H&P GNB Davies T Irvine LA Ventom Breakfast Praise

(22)     3.00 MWB

Higherland JP 10.00 StF MM Pritchard HC LA N Jones Irvine

(36)   6.00 MWB Café Church Pritchard

Printed Service for this week prepared by: Pritchard Ventom Singleton Heap

February

Eco Tips 
 

• Eat local and seasonally: Choose locally grown, seasonal produce to reduce food 
miles and packaging. Supporting local farmers also benefits the community. Even 
if you have limited space, you can grow your own food – herbs, salad leaves, or 
tomatoes can thrive in window boxes. 

• Choose efficient appliances: Opt for energy-saving devices and LED lighting. Boil 
only the water you need, use lids on saucepans, microwave when possible, and 
minimise showers to 7 minutes. 
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Can you or your church give more to 
Foodbank? 
 

I am aware demands on our goodwill giving becomes 
greater and greater as times are hard for all.  However I 
am appealing for help once again. 
 

Newcastle Foodbank has given three days food supply to 5820 adults and 3088 
children in the past twelve months, which equates to 68,992 kilogrammes of food 
providing 164,267 meals. 
At the moment we have 66 organisations on our system who refer clients to us, 
having determined them as someone in crisis.  No one is given food without that 
assessment. 
£40,000 was spent on buying food in the past twelve months to supplement your 
generous donations.  Sadly this is not sustainable long term, hence this appeal. 
 

Would you consider giving one item a week to help us to help those less fortunate 
than ourselves?   
 

Or, if it is more convenient to you, can you help us financially on a regular or one-off 
basis? 
 

We would love to hear from you if you want to know more. 
 

I leave you with a few ideas as to what you may be able to contribute  
 

Items we are short of include: 
Bags for life 
Pasta sauce 
Shaving foam/gel 
Tinned fruit 
Tinned carrots 
Tinned meat 
Tinned peas 
Tinned rice pudding 
Tinned soup 
Coffee 
 

I can guarantee your contribution will be used wisely and be much appreciated. 
 

Take care and look after yourselves too.  If you would prefer contact details for our 
warehouse team I can supply them. 
 

Thank you 
 

Marion Reddish (Foodbank Volunteer) 01782 613265    
marionreddish@btinternet.com  
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Minnie Pit & Diglake Pit Disasters 
Memorial Service 

at Halmer End Methodist Church 
 
The Memorial Service that was held on 
Sunday 11th January 2026 is available to 
view on YouTube via the following link: 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dkiVdb1YAfo 

 
 

 

 

https://emea01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fwatch%3Fv%3DdkiVdb1YAfo&data=05%7C02%7C%7C3dfb21859f92459ae63c08de55c47325%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C639042499380184347%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=2t51DsGENEuUr7s0QzD4Yn0z2m10B4TC%2FS3ahnu%2BP4M%3D&reserved=0
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Are you, or someone you know, looking for a group to join or an activity 
to take part in, there may be something happening at  

Wolstanton Methodist Church that will suit? 
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Book Swap 

at 

Bradwell Methodist Church 

There is a new free book swap library outside 

Bradwell Methodist Church.  Please take a look 

and if you have any unwanted books please pop 

them in. 
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