NORTH STAFFORDSHIRE METHODIST CIRCUIT

Newsletter
November 2026

This is our monthly newsletter. The newsletter can be received by anyone who
has an e-mail address. To subscribe to this service please send your e-mail
address to: northstaffscircuit@hotmail.co.uk.

Remembering our heroes, cherishing peace, and finding hope together

Dear Friends

November invites us to pause, remember, and look towards the future with hope. As we gather for Remembrance
Sunday, we honour those who sacrificed their lives for our freedom and peace. As Advent approaches, we prepare
to celebrate the coming of Jesus Christ, the Prince of Peace. For me, these two occasions share a powerful
message: we can face the future without fear because God journeys with us.

Last week, my visit to the National Memorial Arboretum and its Royal Memorial Gardens was a deeply moving
experience. Walking among the memorials reminded me that behind every name lies a story of courage, sacrifice,
and love. It made me reflect on the peace we enjoy today and the responsibility we share to protect it.

Here in our own communities, we see how precious peace is in the simple things of everyday life: families gathering
together, neighbours supporting one another, children growing up with hope, and people finding friendship and
belonging in our churches. These things may seem ordinary, but they are gifts we should never take for granted.

As we remember our heroes, may we honour their sacrifice by becoming peacemakers where we live, choosing
kindness over division and understanding over prejudice. As Jesus reminds us, “Blessed are the peacemakers, for
they will be called children of God” (Matthew 5:9).

This desire for peace leads us naturally into Advent, when we welcome the One who comes to bring hope to our
troubled world.

Our Advent theme this year is “Don't Be Afraid.” When the angel appeared to the shepherds, they were terrified, but
the angel reassured them: “Do not be afraid. | bring you good news that will cause great joy for all the people”
(Luke 2:10).

The good news was that God had come to live among us. In Jesus Christ, God entered our world to share our joys
and sorrows, our hopes and fears. This is a message we need just as much today as the shepherds needed it then.

As individuals, families, and a church community, we may face uncertainty about the future. Yet we are not called to
face these challenges alone. God is with us, guiding us and giving us courage to take the next step.

As we move from Remembrance into Advent, may we remember the sacrifices of the past, cherish the peace we
share today, and trust God with the future. Let us make our churches places where the lonely find friendship, the
anxious find encouragement, and everyone discovers the welcome and love of Christ.

The poppy reminds us of the sacrifices made for peace; the manger reminds us that God has come to bring us
peace. Both call us to cherish life, love our neighbours, and become bearers of hope in our local community.

So, as we journey through November together, let us hold on to our Advent promise: Do not be afraid. God has
come to live among us. God is with us, God journeys with us, and because God is with us, there is always hope.

May the peace of Christ be with you and your families throughout November and the Advent season.

With every blessing,

Rev Teddy Siwila




North Staffordshire Circuit (11/22)
Preaching Plan - November 2026

November
1 8 15 n 9
3Lst Sunday Remembrance Sunday 33rd Sunday Sunday Before Advent
in Ordinary Time in Ordinary Time Advent
Lectionary Year (A) Micah 35-12 Joshua 24:1-334-25  |Judges &7 Eaekiel 34:11-16, 20-24 lsaiah 6:1-9
(Principal Srvice) Psalm 43 Psalm 78:1-7 Psalm 123 Psalm 100 or Psalm 95:1-7 Psaim 80:1-7, 1719
1Thessalonians 29-13 |1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 {1 Thessalonians 5:1-11 Ephesians L1513 1 Corinthians 1:3-9
Matthew 23.1-12 Matthew 25:1-13 Matthew 25:14-30 Matthew 25:31-46 Mark 13:26-37
Please Pray For. StLuke's Siverdale Wolstanton Audley Bradwell
(ross Heath 15 (1100 (StF v Chadwick A Wakelin HC 1A Sinia
(3) 300 M (S Advent @Bradwell
Higherland TSKB1000 [SEF M Bamett A Parkes HC Davies T Invine
(3%) 30 (S Advent @Braduwel
600 Mws Sutclffe Café Church
Silverdale 15 [1100 (StF - Mu Café Church Davies T Emmaus X Christmas Cafe Church
(51) 300 Siwila Golden Anniversary Sunday @ dpm |CS Advent @Braduwell
500 Refuel
Wolstanton TS5 1030 [StF SiwilaHC inia Rowley A Davies T
%) 300 {wws (S Advent @Bradwell
Audley V{1030 (StF [sor182 (R lones CAMEQ Ventom Cenatoph Ventom MS Parkes HC LA prayer brunch
(%) 300 {MwB (6NB (S Advent @Braduwell
Bradwel N (1000 (St [SoF182  |VentomHC A@1015m N Jones Siwila HC X
(%) 300 MwB. NIV Hep S Advent @8radwell
Halmer End V1030 [StF [sor1e2 LA Recves @ Stohn's ~ |Bamett Bamett \Ventom HC
(19 300 [MwB {GNB HeP (S Advent @Bradwel
Madeley V1030 (StF (o1 (A R Jones Baker Ventom HC A
(3) 300 Mws. N (S Advent @radwel
St Luke's V1030 [ep v [WilisHC A Hardacre Harrison T Matthews
() 300 {wws (S Advent @Braduwell
Printed Service for this week prepared by: Heap Siwia Parkes Ventom Heap
Eco Tips

As winter creeps in, homes are really important. God calls us to give nature a home, too.
Does your garden have a bird feeder? Could your balcony or windowsill do with some
plant life? If you don’t own the house you could make a case to the homeowner for a bird
box, hedgehog highway or whatever. (For a hedgehog highway do make sure the
neighbours are OK with you making a small hole in a shared fence). Why not gather your
housemates, friends and family to discuss how a new recycling, heating or transport
arrangement might work for you all - you’ll go further together!

A Rocha UK’s Easy Eco Tips 2026 Calendar




A BIG THANK YOU

Thank you to all the churches who donated their Néwcastie-Stafts

harvest gifts to Foodbank this year and a special fOOd b k
thanks to those who donate food all the year round.

It is time for an update now.

In the past twelve months 69,940 kilograms of food has been donated to us
either by giving to a particular food bank centre or directly to our warehouse
in Knutton. The percentage of food donated by churches is 14%, it is mostly
businesses that contribute to our stock

9,940 people have been fed of which 3,252 have been children. Unfortunately
the demand for food is greater than supply at the moment and so we have
purchased food to top up stock by £ 48,837. Whilst at the moment we have a
positive sum of money in the bank, can this be maintained long term?

So can you as an individual help, or can you ask your church members to be
involved by either donating food or becoming a friend of Foodbank by giving a
donation of money whenever you or they can afford. Every little helps as the
Tesco motto goes. Tesco are a good example of business help given, every
time we have a supermarket collect Tesco will double whatever we collect, so
please put items in our box in store if you are able.

Times are hard and we all know how much our household bills have gone up
so we fully understand that not everyone can give. It may be that you yourself
are struggling to buy food so please do feel able to ask for help if that is
appropriate. Whilst we do have guidelines to follow, it is not often we say no
to needy folk who obviously need support. Every centre can also offer
professional advice, given by MONEY MATTERS, on how clients can move
forward financially so it is not a case of just giving out food, advice is there
too.

| hope you find this helpful, please do ask me if you want more information.
Thank you again to all our faithful food providers.

Marion Reddish Tel 613265.

Shortages at the present time:
. Bags for life
. Chocolate
Hot tinned meat
Shampoo
Sponge puddings
Tinned custard
Tinned fish
Tinned vegetables
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DONT BE AFRAID
| Jesus is here*. c
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Join us th|s Chrlstmas

at our

Circuit Advent Service

on Sunday 29" November
at 3pm
at Bradwell Methodist Church
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The Methodist Church
itsawayoflife.org.uk/Christmas
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Invites you to

'CLDERBERRJES' 2\
embrocng oll ages and variow intereits y Blb'e S'fudy on The bOOk Of RU?h
MONDAY 5. NOVEMBER ot 2.30p.m. X 10 te 11.30am on the 2™ Tuesday of coch menth
REMEMBRANCE  » 11" August 2026 | |
With Andrew Elon of The Royal British Legion ~ ) \ 8" September
13" October
. 10" November
MONDAY 23, NOVEMBER ot 2.30p.m ‘ i A Decarbar
Jullz Ellis of Christion Resources for Lde s /4 o Break January and February
[formerly The Mathodht Bock Cantra] : : ¥ Norchzex
v g antre Ao 4 i 13" Apeil B
With cords, books, diaries, candies & ideas for Christmas NN Bring a Bible with you
9t for sale d Yoo St. Luke's Methodist Church ST5 4BH

MONDAY 30", NOVEMBER at 230p.m
HLOOD BIKERS'
Wath Helen Bundy
Chut & pj.“‘.iu'h'r\.‘l)v
An opportunity to renew friendships

and make new ones - come and join us

You are warmly
invited to join us for a
Memorial
Service
Thursday 19th November 2026

— from Spm —

I5th November 2026 at 10:30am

¥

Fhere will be an opportunity !
to light candles as we <

remember our loved
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XMAS
CRAFT FAIR

FREE ADMISSION
CRAFTS, FOOD, JEWELLERY,

HOME DECOR, GIFTS,
W . cawes
#®" Saturday 21* Nov
10am-midday
Wolstanton Methodis
Church STs5 oHE
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: Saturday 21st November
10:30am to 12:30pm
t
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CHRISTMAS
MARKET

at Audley Methodist Church

refreshments & parking
available

A
\

Craft & Fellowship "=

Ne f’rJ |
CHAT ¥ CREATE ¥ MAKE FRIENDS

Lave to knit, cochet, sketch, or craft? V//
Looking for arelaxed space 1o chat
and meet new friends?

-*f@@@%

KMY  CROCHET  SKETCH  CRAFT -

- D-wg) W curment portable project, prab a hot dnnk,
and join us for 3 purely sodal attemoon
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@ WHERE

y 23 Novermb rland Church
Coffee Bar

F_‘:—j WHEN

2:00 pm - 4:00 pm
frbssfatigsmpd g
[ he ¢ .

N\ -
HigherlandiChureh Coffee'Bar

Friendly Chatter § discussion,
Welcoming Smiles § a good Laugh,
Songs, poems, thoughts & Prayers

Drinks & biscuits.
Come along @ epm
Sunday 29" Nov




'. Madeley Methodist Churt;h '

gChristmas Fayre

Saturday 5 December
10.30am - 12pm

Chocolate Tombola
Raffle, Cakes
Fancy Goods

Refreshments:
Suggested donation £2.50 to
include hot drink and mince pie

EVERYONE WELCOME

‘ Proceeds to Church Fund
Poolside, Madeley,

CUSTIAN
F%%m 7”AN

CHR[STMAS*--

FEATURING SOLO PERFORMANCE FRoy

HIGHERLAND MET HODIST CHURCH

& TiCKETS £5 EacH Bh

= INCLUDES LIGHT REFRESHMENTS «—
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CHRIST, ILL
CONCERT
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at Cross Heath Methodist Church

-_;fon Friday, 11th December 2026
at7 pm

Tickets £6 with refreshments
contact: Lorraine Vernon upr
¥

Cross Heath Methodist Church

CHRISTMAS COFFEE
MORNING

AND NATIVITY FESTIVAL

Saturday 19" December
@10:30am
Refreshments Cakes
Raffle Good as New Stall
Tombola

Come and see the church
decorated for Christmas with
many different crib scenes.
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Madeley Methodist Church
invites you to a... w
Christingle Service

for all ages
Monday 21 December at 6.30pm
Led by Rev. Joy Ventom with
‘Poolside Puppets’

¥ @

Refreshments afterwards:
Mulled wme non- alcohollc)
tea, co ee, juice,
mince ples or chocolate cake

L

L

iﬁ i Everyone welcome

Donation plate for Karibuni Children




Are you, or someone you know, looking for a group to join or an activity
to take part in, there may be something happening at
Wolstanton Methodist Church that will suit?

Wolstanton Methodist
-~ Church?

Every other Monday 2.30-4pm: Elderberries a church social group for older people
normally with a speaker always with refreshments

1* Monday of the month 2-4pm: Trefoil Guild a social meeting for people
connected with Girl Guiding

Monday 5.30pm- 8.30pm: Workout with Mika three different exercise classes
from hula hoop fitness to boxing to rock music workoutwithmika@gmail.com

Monday 6.30-7.30pm Pilates with Nicola nicolajherd@hotmail.com

Tuesday 9.30am-10.30am Baby Signing and Tiny Talk for young babies under 1 year
nicolaausterberry@tinytalk.co.uk

Tuesday 10am - 11am: Yogalules,Stoke yogajules.stoke@gmail.com
Tuesday 7.30pm-9pm: Church Music Group

1 Wednesday of the month Bible Study 2.30pm -4pm

Wednesday 10.30am-12.30pm: Community coffee morning - open to all
Wednesday 6-7.30: Brownies

Wednesday 7.30pm-9.30pm: NULCO Newcastle under Lyme Community
Orchestra music rehearsals for shows and concerts secretary@nulco.co.uk

1% Wednesday of the month 7.30pm Sugar craft - fondant decorations for cake.

Thursday 10am -11am: Tots of fun music and play for little ones under 4
totoffunuk@gmail.com

Thursday 11.45am-12.45am Tots of Fun new mums social with coffee and cake for
young babies and new mums totoffunuk@gmail,.com

Thursday 7.30pm-9.30pm Jazz Orchestra / Flute ensemble alternative weeks

Thursday 6pm 7 6.45pm: Dog obedience classes
darwins-dog-grooming.square.site

Friday 9.30am-11.30am Tots of Fun Playgroup totoffunuk@gmail.com

Saturday 9am-10.15am: Spanish lessons for children
delia.alvarez@kidslingo.co.uk




Book Swap
at
Bradwell Methodist Church

There is a new free book swap library outside
Bradwell Methodist Church. Please take a look
and if you have any unwanted books please pop
them in.

Coffee Morning’s at

Audley Methodist
Church

Refreshments, ina
welcoming
“WARM SPACE”
await you

Join us
every
Tuesday
10am to
midday
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Madeley Methodist Church

invites you to join us at our

Warm Space )

Elevenses L

On Wednesdays at 11am




There's nothing Ske 2 good 0ipps coffes
and a friend e you 10 share i wah!

WHY NOT CATCH UP
WITH FRIENDS OLD
AND NEW

BRADWELL METHODIST
CHURCH
THURSDAY’S 10-12

MAGIC MOMENTS

5t Luke's Methodist Church

Severn Drive
#‘1 Clayton

STS5 4BH

100001 - 1200 noon, last Tharsday of ewery mosth.

Fun, exglars Sogether in lots of creative, Intemactive and hun ways
A proat oppostunity 5o esjay vorme Sire together.

Ve maee information please conuact FHil or Masette Hodges
=n Q12 GMITE or losk 0 osr Facebeok poge.
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Christian bookshop
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www.crfl.co.uk
Gitana Street, Hanley, ST1 1DY
01782 212146




SEEK the LORD

while he may be

ISATAH 55:6




